Throughout most of the twentieth century, milkweed has been regarded as a stubborn weed with limited, if any, commercial value. However, scientists and farmers in the Midwest and elsewhere currently are reevaluating this widely held opinion and are actively investigating milkweed's potential as an alternative crop [I] and novel textile product [ 12] . Characterizing the fiber and identifying potential markets are critical to its development as an alternative crop Asclepias syriaca, known as common milkweed, and Asclepias incarnata, commonly called swampweed, produce the best and most abundant floss [6, 13] . However 
